
WAUPACA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes – March 3rd, 2020 

Waupaca County Courthouse – Room LL43 
 

Chair McClone called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and gave the open meeting statement. 
 
Roll Call:  Chair Joe McClone, Vice-Chair Fred Zaug, and Supervisors Jack Spierings, Kevin Will and 
Pete Bosquez present.  Also present:  Diane Meulemans – Corporation Counsel, David Roloff, Linda 
Henry, Ryan Brown – Planning and Zoning Director, Dave Theil – Economic Development 
Corporation, and John Francis.   
 
Review and Approve Agenda:  Motion by Zaug, seconded by Will to approve the agenda. Motion 
carried without a negative vote. 
 
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Motion by Bosquez, seconded by Spierings to approve the 
January 7th, 2020 minutes. Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Public Comment/Correspondence:  The public present were there to talk about an agenda item so 
Chair McClone stated that they would be allowed to give input during that item.  There was no written 
correspondence. 
 
Possible Broadband Expansion Site – Near the PTF and Parks Shop:  Theil gave the background 
on how the County came upon the money that they intend to use to expand broadband into more 
rural areas.  The County has until February 28th, 2021 to obtain approved applications for the funds 
then about 4 years to implement the plans.  They would like to use the funds to put up towers that can 
hold the broadband equipment.  As a way to save funds, they are trying to site the towers on land the 
County already owns that is where the PTF/Parks Shop area comes in.  Brown stated that this would 
be a good site as it is at a good elevation and located such that it would serve a reasonable amount 
of people.  There was discussion about space requirements and how the system would be set up. 
 
Motion by McClone, seconded by Will that the Park Committee is in favor of this project application to 
expand broadband access and if funding is approved, they would like to review the final location 
before a tower is constructed.  Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Sheriff’s Office Request to use the Pavilion Building for event at reduced or no fee:  Francis 
handed out a letter requesting the use of the building for a banquet for the families of law 
enforcement personnel.  There was discussion about what it normally costs to rent the building and 
what the costs are to the County to prepare and clean up after an event like that. 
 
Motion by Zaug, seconded by Spiering to waive the rental fee as long as the group cleans up 
afterwards to the standards of the Parks Department.  Motion carried without a negative vote.  
McClone abstained.   
 
2019 Year-End Budget to Actual Report:  Francis handed out the latest report for the end of 2019 
and talked about a few items.  Overall, it was a good year budget-wise.  He stated that if anyone had 
any questions they could get in contact with him. 
 
Camp Vic-To-Rae Camping Discussion:  Francis stated that the County was looking at the 
possibility of opening Camp Vic-To-Rae for public camping soon and so sent a letter to the 
neighboring landowners to invite them in to discuss the issue.  Dave Roloff and Linda Henry were 
able to come to the meeting and brought a letter from the Van Kampens.  The discussion went as 
follows: 



Roloff stated they owned the property adjacent to the park but only uses it for recreation and hunting, 
they do not live on site.  He questioned how the campground would be managed as the private 
campground down the road has a tough time keeping campers in-line during the busy times of the 
summer.  He felt it would become an over-flow for the private campground and bring its problems 
along as well.  He had concerns about when the campground would be open as the agreement 
between the Landowners and the County states that the park would be closed for the gun deer 
season.  He stated that when they are trying to bow hunt on their land, people using the park would 
mess up their hunting.  They are also concerned about the public trespassing onto their land, as the 
County has not been maintaining the fence that was put around the property.  He stated that the 2008 
MOU with the County prohibited commercial use of the property, which he said would include running 
a public campground.  He also said that the County wrote the agreement and that it is supposed to be 
valid indefinitely from the date of signing.  He spoke for all the neighbors saying that they are 
completely against the use of the park for a public campground. 
 
Bosquez stated that the County was looking to provide a more rustic camping experience and that it 
would be managed in such a way to prevent the site from becoming a party campground.   
 
Roloff stated he was concerned about the County’s intent and that in the past they have been misled 
about what was going to happen at the site.  He feels the County should not own the property, that it 
should be operated as a camp by a group like the Girl Scouts, as it used to be. 
 
Will asked Roloff if they ever had problems with the Girl Scout groups that used the property in the 
past, the answer was no.  Will also asked if they had a problem with the way it was rented out by the 
County in the past to groups.  He responded that it was not a problem as the groups would police 
themselves and the gate was generally closed.  Roloff re-stated that the 2008 MOU prevented the 
County from commercial activity on the site.  There was some discussion and Roloff stated that they 
have not had any problems with the site being open as a day park as it was for the 2019 season.  
Roloff gave the Committee a copy of a letter from Tony and Lorraine Van Kampen expressing many 
of the same concerns to the Committee.  Francis said he would email copies to all the Committee 
members.  McClone thanked Roloff and Henry for their input.  
 
Closed Session: 
 
Motion by Bosquez, seconded by Zaug to go into closed session at 9:45am Pursuant to WI State 
Statues 19.85 (1) (g) Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or 
written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or 
is likely to become involved; to wit: Camp Vic-To-Rae.  Roll call vote, Will – yes, Zaug – yes, 
Spierings – yes, Bosquez – yes, and McClone – yes. 
 
The Committee adjourned in closed session at 10:08 am.    
 
 
        Submitted by, 
 
 
 
        John D. Francis 
        Parks and Solid Waste Director 


